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Realtor has strong family ties to Somis ZIP code
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From staff reports
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ust off Highway 118, the pastoral
back road gateway to Camarillo,
Oxnard and Camarillo, lies the 93066
ZIP code, home to agricultural
properties, citrus and avocado
ranches and estate homes.
Gwyn Goodman, owner of Gwyn
Goodman Realty Inc., grew up in Somis
— in fact, her family has called this area
home for eight generations —John Mahan
(original), son, Samuel Mahan; grandson,
Ralph Oren Mahan; Ralph’s son, William
Arthur Mahan; Goodman and her siblings,
Goodman’s children, grandchildren and her
great grandchild round out the family line.
Like Goodman’s own family, many of
the 3,000-plus residents of the 93066
consist of families that have lived there
for generations “Somis” Goodman said,
“presents a special connection to your
surroundings in a country atmosphere
with community-minded individuals
who appreciate the opportunity to raise
Courtesy of Gwyn Goodman
their families in a clean and productive
In this 1937 photo, friends and family from all over the county would come to Gwyn Goodman’s great grandfather
environment with clean air, good schools,
Ralph O. Mahan’s ranch in Balcolm Canyon for the annual cattle roundup. One particular year, Goodman said,
access to outdoor activities and related
someone forgot to water the cattle prior to herding them to sale in Santa Paula. Riders started the cattle across the
amenities.”
river where they drank their fill, hitting the scales with a few extra pounds on them raising the take for the herd.
An enthusiastic scholar of her family
and sale of ranches, estate homes and
The 93066 is home to two schools
history, Goodman loves to tell stories about good that the next year, it seemed like a
good idea to try it again. However, “the
residential properties, with an emphasis on — Somis Elementary and Mesa Elementary
the old area families and their exploits.
surprise,” she says “riders were stationed in
her particular area of expertise, agricultural — both of which serve kindergarten
One particular story she enjoys telling
the river pushing the cattle across so they
properties.
through eighth grade. For high schoolers,
is of one annual roundup at the Balcom
had no time to drink the water
In many ways, the 93066 has changed
Adolfo Camarillo High School is only a little
Canyon Ranch owned by her great
prior to hitting the scale.
surprisingly little over the years, retaining
more than 3 miles away. The world-famous
grandfather Ralph O. Mahan
Somis
That year, she said it was not its quaint charm and the essence of a
Somis Nut House continues its 50-year
in the 1920s.
93066
a profitable year.
simpler time. ”The keys to life in those days tradition of selling candies, nuts and dried
Every year friends and
Goodman has collected many old
were simplicity, community and a sense of
fruits, and the Somis Market and Mexican
family came from all over the county to
photographs of the Somis area from the
continuity.
Café, contintues to be a time-honored
enjoy a day of fun, hard work with food
Goodman emphasizes the sense of
gathering place for local ranchers.
provided, she said. One story that crops up beginning of the 20th century and before, a
large selection of which can be seen on her community to be found in the 93066.
Goodman has a number of wonderful
often is the year someone forgot to water
website.
Although neighbors aren’t usually close
properties for sale. She can be reached
the cattle prior to herding them to sale at
With 30 years of experience in the
in physical proximity to one another, they
by phoning 987-6695 or send an email to
the railroad yard in Santa Paula.
real estate industry, Goodman capably
are joined by the community issues and
ggoodmanrealty@aol.com.
“Riders started the cattle across the
serves not just Somis but the surrounding
interests they share. It’s close-knit — if you
To view her current listings and learn
river where they drank their fill, hitting the
communities of Camarillo and Moorpark,
need something, all you have to do is ask,
more about the history of Somis area, visit
scales with a few extra pounds on them,”
expertly assisting clients with the purchase she said.
the website gwyngoodman.com.
Goodman says. “It was a good year — so

