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There’s no place like

in Ventura County!

Lifelong resident knows the area, history well
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Ventura County truly represents the
diversity of California, with its mountains,
beaches, agricultural fields and enormous
variety of home styles. It also is rich in
historical significance, harkening to a time
when simplicity was appreciated.
Gwyn Goodman of Goodman Realty Inc.
is a lifelong resident of Somis and has plenty
of fascinating stories to share about the town
and its surrounding areas. As a member of
one of Somis’s founding families, she not
only knows the community well, but also
enjoys telling tales of days past.
“There were fellows in the ’20s and ’30s
that would go on deer hunting trips in the
mountains behind Santa Paula and Fillmore,”
she said. “I have some photos from that time,
and they look like a ragged bunch of ornery
men.”
Most of them were in the farming,
ranching and cattle business, so they were
indeed stalwart gentlemen, including
Goodman’s father, Art Mahan.
“It was the wild, wild west back then,” said
Goodman. “They even used to run in wild
horses from Arizona.”
So, to relax, these hardworking men
would go on occasional field trips as a sort of
men’s social club for area ranchers.
On one of the hunting excursions,
Howard Birkenshaw, then about 17 years old,
and from another early Somis family, was
allowed by his father to accompany these
seasoned hunters. It was Birkenshaw’s job to
wash the dinner dishes in the creek.
At one point, the older men became
worried when Birkenshaw did not return
from his dishwashing task. They found him
at the creek, horribly ill with some kind of
intestinal ailment. He survived the incident,
but didn’t disclose the cause of his sickness
until approximately fifty years later, when
he finally confessed its origins to Goodman’s
father, Art Mahan. Wanting to be just like his
older, tougher companions, Birkenshaw had
been chewing tobacco, but, while romping
around in the wilderness, had accidentally

swallowed an entire chunk, causing one
serious stomachache.
A look at Goodman’s website (www.
gwyngoodman.com) shows a number
of vintage photos of people, places and
landmarks from the early days of Somis and
Moorpark.
“Moorpark used to be the hub of Ventura
County,” said Goodman. “It had a pool hall,
theater and railroad. People used to come
from all over on Friday and Saturday nights
and have a rip-roarin’ time, well into the
1940s and 1950s.”
Today, one can still experience the
friendly community, open fields and
temperate climate, as currently for sale on
Sand Canyon Road in Somis is a lemon and
avocado orchard of more than 20 acres. With
fantastic views and a large flat area suitable
for building, it is priced at $975,000. For more
information, contact Goodman at 987-6695
or e-mail ggoodmanrealty@aol.com. On the
Web: www.gwyngoodman.com

Elegant, expansive views to the ocean: Avocado and lemon groves consisting
of approximately 22.89 acres surrounded by productive, lemon and avocado
ranches with views to the ocean. Located in Somis, near a top of the line
equestrian ranches and Equine Hospital, the property receives cool ocean
breezes almost every day, and the Channel Islands are in view on a clear
day. The location provides serene comfort, quiet and privacy in the midst of
agricultural lands with an abundance of wildlife for personal enjoyment. A
great location for an estate home or agricultural endeavors for $975,000
Hardship were suffered by many
in the 1800s and early 1900s. John
Mahan and Rebecca arrived in
Ventura County in 1868, driving
their cattle and bringing their sons
and daughters from Guerneville in
Sonoma County. Only recently were
two young daughters of John and
Rebecca Mahan discovered buried
in the small McPeak Cemetery
near Guerneville, that painful loss
bringing the family to a warmer
climate to raise and educate their
young family.

