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A fifth-generation native of the Somis/
Moorpark area, Realtor Gwyn Goodman has
a wealth of memories and stories about this
area which have been passed down through
her family. These stories recall a simpler
time when the essence of life was family,
community, hard work and, sometimes, wellearned fun.
Recalling one such story, of a camping
trip taken by her father and a large group
of other local young men to the Sespe
backcountry area behind Santa Paula,
Goodman humorously describes one
“highlight” of the trip. One of the younger
men in the group, considered “low man
on the totem pole” because of his relative
youth, had been assigned the nightly task
of washing the dinner dishes in a nearby
creek. One evening, when he was late
returning from his dish washing duty, the
other campers went looking for him and to
their dismay found him lying near the creek,
“sicker than a dog.” With no idea of what
had caused this sudden illness, his worried
friends arranged for him to be brought
back to town. Since they had trekked in via
horseback and a couple of ancient farm
trucks, this was no small undertaking.
It was not until 50 or 60 years later that
Goodman’s father found out the real story
of what had happened to his young friend
that night. It seems that as he was leaving
camp to head to the creek, the young man
had grabbed a “chaw” of chewing tobacco
for the trip. Once down at the creek, as he
was jumping from one rock to another, he
accidentally swallowed the chewing tobacco,
which was the cause of his mysterious,
violent, but thankfully short-lived illness.
With more than 30 years in the real
estate business, Gwyn Goodman serves
the communities of Moorpark, Somis and
Camarillo, as well as points to the north
and south. With emphasis on her particular
area of expertise — agricultural properties
— Goodman expertly assists clients with
transactions involving ranches, estate homes

One of Goodman’s very desirable current listings is a 20-acre lemon ranch located off Sand Canyon Road in Somis.

and residential properties.
One of Goodman’s very desirable current
listings is a 20-acre lemon ranch located
off Sand Canyon Road in Somis. This as yet
undeveloped site features gently rolling hills
interspersed with spacious flat areas. Along
with its bountifully producing lemons, this
property enjoys fabulous view sites for the
future construction of an estate home and
guest house, should the new owner desire.
Serviced by a private well which is shared
with only five other property owners, this
beautifully maintained site is ready for its
new owner to create their own little bit of
heaven on earth. This property is offered for
sale at $975,000.
Contact Goodman at 987-6695 or by
email at ggoodmanrealty@aol.com. Visit her
website at www.gwyngoodman.com.

During the 1920s,
hunting and
fishing trips were
often taken into
the area behind
Fillmore and
Santa Paula. A
whole group of
characters loved
to head into
the back areas
and camp, hunt,
fish and enjoy
themselves.

