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Realtor recalls ‘simpler’ times around the holidays
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As a fifth generation native of the Somis/
Moorpark area, Gwyn Goodman, owner of
Gwyn Goodman Realty Inc., holds many
fond memories of the Christmas holidays.
Every Christmas, her large family would
gather at her grandmother, Amelia Mahan’s,
house on Balcom Canyon Road in Moorpark.
Like many of the homes on Balcom Canyon
in those days, the living room and dining
room were one large area, connected to the
kitchen. Grandmother Amelia would string
sheets across the middle of the large room,
behind which were concealed the Christmas
tree and all the children’s presents: dolls,
bicycles and other toys. The children knew
better than to peek into this room until the
moment when their grandmother gave
the word for the treasures to be revealed.
Some 40 family members would gather for
these celebrations. For those who chose to
sleep over, there was plenty of room in the
bunkhouses on the Mahan ranch, which
were occupied by farm workers during lima
bean threshing season.
Another of Goodman’s favorite holiday
memories involves her close friend,
Jeanne Lepyre, who carried on the annual
tradition of playing Santa Claus to Gwyn’s
children as well as many other families in
the Moorpark area. Gwyn and the other
families along Jeanne’s route would call
ahead to the next house in line to let them
know that Jeanne (aka Santa) was on her
way, spreading Christmas joy and soaking
up a little Christmas spirit herself at each
stop, sometimes joining each family at their
dinner table to enjoy her favorite liquid
refreshment, bourbon and water. Goodman
describes those days as, “So much simpler.
There was so much more enjoyment of
those special days.”
Today, the area where Goodman’s family
gathered for holiday celebrations is the
location of one of her outstanding listings:
9067 Vista Anacapa Road in Moorpark.
Located on just more than 21 acres of prime
avocado land in the gated community

These photos show some early Christmas gatherings, including the Mahan, Sisson, George Families, who were all
old pioneer families from Ventura County. Jeremiah Sisson was the first Grand Jury foreman in Ventura County
according to family records.
of Rancho San Miguel, this exquisite five
bedroom, five and one half bath estate
home features an open floor plan, soaring
vaulted wood ceilings and handsome
maple flooring. Two fireplaces, a central
vacuum system and tankless water heaters
are just a few of this property’s many
amenities. An equestrian’s dream, this estate
also is equipped with a steel riding arena,
custom stalls, covering feed areas, oversized
tack rooms and almost endless amounts
of riding trails. A viewing deck provides
the perfect vantage point from which to
enjoy panoramic views of the surrounding

mountains, city lights and, on a clear day, a
glimpse of the Pacific Ocean. A 540-squarefoot guest house and a workers residence
approximately 1,500 square feet in size also
are included with the property.
With the sales price recently reduced to
$2,790,000, this distinctive property offers
privacy and the best of indoor/outdoor
living in Moorpark’s wonderfully temperate
climate.
Drawing on her more than 30 years of
experience in real estate, Gwyn Goodman
provides expert assistance to clients in
Moorpark, Somis and Camarillo, as well as

points further north and south.
To contact Goodman, call her at 9876695 or email her at ggoodmanrealty@aol.
com. To view 9067 Vista Anacapa Road and
other current listings, visit her website at
www.gwyngoodman.com.

